Untangling masses of individuals

| first encountered the work of Mi-Yeon at her August 2016 solo exhibition at Niigata Eya.

On that occasion | also read her texts (essays and novels), and will never forget how she wrote, if | remember rightly,
that as a young child she had believed herself to be the only “I,” until one day being genuinely surprised to learn that
there were other “I's” in the world. It strikes me that the unique texture of her photo book Alone Together is born not
out of any expansion sensed by the “|” that thought it was all by itself (alone) when it learned of the existence of “I's”
other than itself, the alone (I) then disappearing and becoming together (we), but rather from that of a strong alone,

remaining so as it becomes a together, that is, a community composed of unique “I's.”

The photos brought back from India by Mi-Yeon in recent years are seductive in their generous, limitless
expansiveness, and thus tempting to describe as a further extension of that original expansion. Light shimmering on
the Ganges, people wearing, adorning, rubbing themselves with red, vermillion, crimson. The bright light and vibrant
color that suffuse these photos are at once real light and color, and also the light and color found deep within the
“alone” of each individual who visits here, prays, bathes, lingers on the riverbank. Light and color take alone and make
it together, connecting. The photos of Mi-Yeon, who has apparently started visiting sacred sites in locations including
Jeju Island and Okinawa, move like compass needles pointing to places far away yet very close by, untangling masses

of divided individuals along the way. (Okura Hiroshi/Art critic, Sakyukan director)
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